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Have you ever  wondered how the books  of  the  B ib le  were 

put  together?  In  the  ear ly  church ,  there  were  many books 

and le t ters  wr i t ten  and c i rcu lated as  ins t ruct ions  or 

teach ings  to  Chr i s t ians  in  these  ear ly  churches .  Then there 

came a  t ime when the  church dec ided to  agree  on those 

wr i t ings  or  le t ters  which were  go ing to  be  cons idered as 

author i ta t i ve ,  or  as  “ the  B ib le ” ,  or  “Canon of  Scr ipture” . 

Twenty-seven books  in  the  New Testament  and th i r ty-n ine 

in  the  Old  Testament .  S ix ty-s ix  in  tota l . 

How d id  the  ear ly  church dec ide  which books  should  be  in 

the  B ib le ,  and which wr i t ings  or  le t ters  were  not  to  be 

cons idered “d iv ine  Scr ipture”  or  “Canon”? 

What  would  be  put  in  and what  would  be  le f t  out? 

I f  you have been in  church c i rc les ,  you might  have  heard  the 

word “Canon”  or  “ the  Canon of  Scr ipture” ,  which i s  the  B ib le .  

The word “Canon”  means  “measur ing s t ick” .  There  were 

severa l  th ings  they  used as  cr i ter ia ,  but  essent ia l l y  they 

cons idered whether  the  le t ter  or  book po inted to  Jesus  as 

the  Son of  God. 
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Did the  le t ter  revea l  Jesus  as  God’s  se l f- reve lat ion to 

humani ty?  Why?  Because Jesus  i s  the  “measur ing s t ick” . 

Jesus  h imsel f  i s  essent ia l l y  “ the  Canon” .  I f  a  le t ter  or  book 

l ined up wi th  th is  t ruth  -  that  Jesus  i s  the  Son of  God,  then 

i t  passed the  tes t  and was  cons idered “Canon” .  U l t imate ly, 

Jesus  i s  where  the  books  of  the  B ib le  got  the i r  “canonic i ty ” 

f rom,  because He i s  the  “Canon of  Scr ipture” . 

He i s  the  measur ing s t ick  the  wr i t ings  were  compared to .  

The B ib le ,  therefore ,  has  no inherent  author i ty. 

I t  has  author i ty  because i t  i s  po int ing  to  God who i s 

author i ty.  Th is  book i s  t rue  because i t  revea ls  the  one who 

i s  the  Truth .  Jesus  i s  the  One who g ives  author i ty  to  these 

scr ip tures  -  and not  the  other  way  round.  Jesus  i s  not  the 

Son of  God because the  B ib le  says  so  -  the  B ib le  i s  the  B ib le 

because Jesus  i s  the  Son of  God. 

In  other  words ,  the  B ib le  i s  a  means  to  an  end,  and not  the 

end in  i t se l f .  I t  i s  l i ke  a  s ign  on the  s ide  of  the  road that  says 

“Durban 90km” .  You do not  s top at  the  s ignboard  and s tar t 

camping for  your  hol iday  in  Durban. 

The s ign  i s  mere ly  po int ing  you to  where  you want  to  go.  

-  The B ib le  i s  po int ing  us  to  where  we want  to  go,  or  ra ther 

to  the  One we want  to  be  wi th . 

-  The s ign  i s  not  the  goa l ,  but  ra ther  the  s igna l  or  what  the 

s ign  s ign i f ies  -  and His  name i s  Jesus .

I f  I  unders tand John 1 :1  correct ly  ( In  the  beg inn ing was  the 

Word ,  and the  Word was  wi th  God,  and the  Word was  God) , 

then the  B ib le  ( th i s  phys ica l  book)  i s  not  the  “Word of  God” , 

but  the  B ib le  revea ls  or  po ints  us  to  the  “Word of  God” ,  the 

Truth  of  God,  the  Ul t imate  Reve lat ion of  God… and His  name 

i s  Jesus .
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I  love  th is  book – not  because i t  i s  spec ia l  or  magica l  in 

i t se l f ,  but  because i t  showed me the  One that  I  love ,  Jesus . 

WHY IS  ALL  OF THIS  IMPORTANT ? 

Because we are  speak ing about  your  devot ion to  the  Word.  

-   Your  a im i s  not  a  knowledge of  Scr ipture ;  i t  i s  to  know the  

    One that  Scr ipture  revea ls .  

-   We do not  s tudy  the  Word;  we s tudy  the  One the  Word 

    revea ls .  

-   We do not  read the  B ib le  because of  re l ig ious  duty  (as  i f 

    God wi l l  be  more p leased wi th  me af ter  read ing some 

    words  f rom th is  book) ;  we read i t  for  re la t ionsh ip .  

-   We devote  ourse lves  to  Scr ipture  because we are  devoted 

    to  the  One Scr ipture  i s  a l l  about ,  Jesus .  

THIS  THEN IMPLIES  THAT: 

-   Because Jesus  i s  the  measur ing s t ick  for  my l i fe , 

    the  B ib le  has  to  become the  measur ing s t ick  for  my l i fe .  

-   Because Jesus  i s  the  u l t imate  Truth  and s tandard  of  my 

    l i fe ,  the  B ib le  becomes the  new author i ty  over  my l i fe .  

-   Because I  want  to  fo l low Jesus ,  I  submit  and a l ign  my l i fe 

    to  the  B ib le .
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