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WEEK TWO

GIFTS,
FUNCTIONS & LEADERSHIP

God generously gifts us as believers with a variety of gifts.
It is beautiful to see the many gifts in the Church work
together and complement each other.

Each gift is significant and beneficial. These gifts are not
for the benefit of ourselves, but for the benefit of others, for
the benefit of the Church.

The purpose of the gift is never to make me look good, but
to be of service to others. The motivation for using our gifts
to serve others, should always be love.

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 NLT
27 All of you together are Christ's body, and each of
you is a part of it.

28 Here are some of the parts God has appointed for
the church: first are apostles, second are prophets,
third are teachers, then those who do miracles,
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those who have the gift of healing, those who can
help others, those who have the gift of leadership,
those who speak in unknown languages.

29 Are we all apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all
teachers? Do we all have the power to do miracles?
30 Do we all have the gift of healing? Do we all have
the ability to speak in unknown languages? Do we all
have the ability to interpret unknown languages?

Of course not! 31 So you should earnestly desire the
most helpful gifts. But now let me show you a way of
life that is best of all.

A gift is just what it says, it is something you do not earn or
attain for yourself but is given by someone to you. God is
the one that gives these gifts, and we are the ones who
receive it in faith.

Peter also speaks to our attitude when we serve or exercise
our gifts. He inspires us to use them well. He encourages
us to serve wholeheartedly and with all our strength.

1 Peter 4:10-11 NLT

10 God has given each of you a gift from his great
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one
another. 11 Do you have the gift of speaking?

Then speak as though God himself were speaking
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others?
Do it with all the strength and energy that God
supplies.

Then everything you do will bring glory to God
through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him
forever and ever! Amen.
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Similarly, Paul encourages the believers in Rome to serve
with excellence:

Romans 12:5-10 NLT

5 so itis with Christ's body. We are many parts of one
body, and we all belong to each other. 6 In His grace,
God has given us different gifts for doing certain
things well.

So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak
out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your
gift is serving others, serve them well.

If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to
encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving,
give generously.

If God has given you leadership ability, take the
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for
showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 9 Don't just
pretend to love others. Really love them.

Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good.
10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take
delight in honoring each other.
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