
I BELONG IN 
MY CHURCH
FAMILY

42



I  EXERCISE MY GIFTS

God generous ly  g i f t s  us  as  be l ievers  wi th  a  var ie ty  of  g i f t s .  

I t  i s  beaut i fu l  to  see  the  many g i f t s  in  the  Church work 

together  and complement  each other.  

Each g i f t  i s  s ign i f icant  and benef ic ia l .   These  g i f t s  a re  not 

for  the  benef i t  of  ourse lves ,  but  for  the  benef i t  of  others ,  for 

the  benef i t  of  the  Church.  

The purpose of  the  g i f t  i s  never  to  make me look good,  but 

to  be  of  serv ice  to  others .   The mot ivat ion for  us ing our  g i f t s 

to  serve  others ,  should  a lways  be  love .

 1  Cor inth ians  12 :27-31  NLT

 27  A l l  of  you together  are  Chr i s t ’ s  body,  and each of   

 you i s  a  par t  of  i t . 

 28  Here  are  some of  the  par ts  God has  appointed for 

 the  church:  f i r s t  a re  apost les ,  second are  prophets ,

 th i rd  are  teachers ,  then those who do mirac les , 
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 those  who have the  g i f t  of  hea l ing ,  those  who can

 he lp  others ,  those  who have the  g i f t  of  leadersh ip ,   

 those  who speak  in  unknown languages . 

 

 29  Are  we a l l  apost les?  Are  we a l l  prophets?  Are  we a l l   

 teachers?  Do we a l l  have  the  power  to  do mirac les?   

 30 Do we a l l  have  the  g i f t  of  hea l ing?  Do we a l l  have   

 the  ab i l i ty  to  speak  in  unknown languages?  Do we a l l   

 have  the  ab i l i ty  to  in terpret  unknown languages? 

 

 Of  course  not !  31  So you should  earnest ly  des i re  the   

 most  he lpfu l  g i f t s .  But  now le t  me show you a  way of   

 l i fe  that  i s  best  of  a l l .

A  g i f t  i s  jus t  what  i t  says ,  i t  i s  someth ing you do not  earn  or 

a t ta in  for  yourse l f  but  i s  g iven by  someone to  you.  God i s 

the  one that  g ives  these  g i f t s ,  and we are  the  ones  who 

rece ive  i t  in  fa i th . 

Peter  a l so  speaks  to  our  at t i tude when we serve  or  exerc ise 

our  g i f t s .   He insp i res  us  to  use  them wel l .   He encourages 

us  to  serve  wholehear ted ly  and wi th  a l l  our  s t rength . 

 1  Peter  4 :10-11  NLT

 10 God has  g iven each of  you a  g i f t  f rom h is  great   

 var ie ty  of  sp i r i tua l  g i f t s .  Use  them wel l  to  serve  one  

 another.  11  Do you have the  g i f t  of  speak ing? 

 Then speak   as  though God h imsel f  were  speak ing  

 through you.  Do you have the  g i f t  of  he lp ing others?   

 Do i t  w i th  a l l  the  s t rength  and energy  that  God 

 suppl ies . 

 Then everyth ing you do wi l l  b r ing  g lory  to  God   

 through Jesus  Chr i s t .  A l l  g lory  and power  to  h im 

 forever  and ever !  Amen.
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S imi la r ly,  Pau l  encourages  the  be l ievers  in  Rome to  serve 

wi th  exce l lence:

 Romans 12 :5-10 NLT

 5  so  i t  i s  w i th  Chr i s t ’ s  body.  We are  many par ts  of  one  

 body,  and we a l l  be long to  each other.  6  In  H is  grace ,

 God has  g iven us  d i f ferent  g i f t s  for  do ing cer ta in    

 th ings  wel l . 

 So  i f  God has  g iven you the  ab i l i ty  to  prophesy,  speak   

 out  wi th  as  much fa i th  as  God has  g iven you.  7  I f  your   

 g i f t  i s  serv ing  others ,  serve  them wel l . 

 I f  you are  a  teacher,  teach wel l .  8  I f  your  g i f t  i s  to 

 encourage others ,  be  encourag ing .  I f  i t  i s  g iv ing , 

 g ive  generous ly.

 

 I f  God has  g iven you leadersh ip  ab i l i ty,  take  the 

 respons ib i l i ty  ser ious ly.  And i f  you have a  g i f t  for    

 showing k indness  to  others ,  do i t  g lad ly.  9  Don’ t  jus t   

 p retend to  love  others .  Rea l ly  love  them. 

 Hate  what  i s  wrong.  Hold  t ight ly  to  what  i s  good. 

 10  Love each other  wi th  genuine af fect ion ,  and take   

 de l ight  in  honor ing each other.
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