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Now that  we have cons idered a l l  of  the  aspects  of  a  g iv ing 

hear t ,  le t  us  a l so  look  at  the  pract ica l  impl icat ions  of  a 

generous  l i fe . 

I t  i s  qu i te  important  to  look  at  a  famous Scr ipture  in  the 

Old  Testament  about  t i th ing .  T i th ing was  a  very  compl icated 

programme in  the  Old  Testament ,  w i th  very  compl icated 

d imens ions ,  that  susta ined the  temple  and i t s  funct ions . 

And i t  had a  dark  s ide  i f  people  d id  not  obey  i t . 

 Ma lach i  3 :8-11  CEV

 8  You people  are  robbing me,  your  God.  And,  here  you  

 a re ,  ask ing ,  “How are  we robbing you?”  You are  rob 

 b ing me of  the  of fer ings  and of  the  ten percent  that   

 be longs  to  me. 

 9  That ’ s  why your  whole  nat ion i s  under  a  curse . 

 10  I  am the Lord  A l l-Powerfu l ,  and I  cha l lenge you to

  put  me to  the  tes t .  Br ing  the  ent i re  ten  percent  in to   

 the  s torehouse ,  so  there  wi l l  be  food in  my house . 

 11  Then I  w i l l  open the  windows of  heaven and 

 f lood you wi th  b less ing  af ter  b less ing . 
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Jesus  changed our  whole  approach to  the  matters  of  the 

law in  the  New Testament  when He dec lared on the  cross : 

‘ I t  i s  f in i shed. ’  We do not  l i ve  under  the  curse  of  the  law 

anymore .  And so ,  our  mot ivat ion for  our  g iv ing  i s  not 

fear-based anymore . 

We see  that  He d id  endorse  the  pr inc ip le  of  t i th ing: 

 Mat thew 23:23 CEV

 23 You Phar i sees  and teachers  are  show-of fs ,  and 

  you ’ re  in  for  t rouble !  You g ive  God a  tenth  of  the 

  sp ices  f rom your  garden,  such as  mint ,  d i l l ,  and 

 cumin .  Yet  you neglect  the  more important  mat ters 

 of  the  Law,  such as  jus t ice ,  mercy,  and fa i thfu lness .   

 These  are  the  important  th ings  you should  have  done,   

 though you should  not  have  le f t  the  others  undone  

 e i ther. 

BUT!  The mot ivat ion for  our  g iv ing  i s  our  love  for  H im and 

His  purposes .  We l i ve  under  H is  dec larat ion that  we are 

b lessed ,  not  because of  our  g iv ing ,  but  because of  our  fa i th 

in  Chr i s t ! 

Our  g iv ing  i s  because we are  b lessed and not  so  that  we wi l l 

be  b lessed! 

 Ephes ians  1 :3 

 3  Pra i se  be  to  the  God and Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus   

 Chr i s t ,  who has  b lessed us  in  the  heavenly  rea lms wi th   

 every  sp i r i tua l  b less ing  in  Chr i s t . 

Fo l lowers  of  Jesus  take  the  f i r s t  of  the i r  income,  and they 

sow i t  in to  es tab l i sh ing the  K ingdom of  God on ear th , 

through the  Church of  Jesus .  That  i s  our  worsh ip  and 

dec larat ion that  He i s  Lord  of  our  l i ves . 
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We encourage you today  to  l i ve  wi th  the  hab i t  of  tak ing the 

f i r s t  of  everyth ing you rece ive  and g iv ing  i t  away. 

Do th is  as  an  act  of  fa i th  and a  dec larat ion of  your  t rus t  in 

your  Maker  to  susta in  you wi th  a l l  your  f inanc ia l  needs . 
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