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Who gave you the  best  b i r thday  g i f t  ever? 

Wel l ,  one of  my most  memorable  g i f t s  was  g iven to  me by 

my whole  fami ly.  They  scraped together  enough money to 

buy  me a  brand-new Mac Book PRO r ight  a f ter  mine was 

s to len out  of  my car.  I  can s t i l l  remember  the  mixed bag 

of  overwhelming emot ions  h i t t ing  me that  morn ing as  I 

rece ived the  phone ca l l  f rom my mother  te l l ing  me about 

th is  g i f t .  I  was  so  humbled by  the i r  generos i ty  in  my hour  of 

need.   

G i f t s  a re  prec ious  and powerfu l . 

In  Ephes ians  4  Pau l  te l l s  us  the  purpose of  the  g i f t s  we 

rece ive  f rom God i s  to  bu i ld  up the  church and do the  work 

of  God. 

 Eph.  4 :11  NLT 

 11  Now these  are  the  g i f t s  Chr i s t  gave  to  the  church:   

 the  apost les ,  the  prophets ,  the  evangel i s ts ,  and the   

 pastors  and teachers . 
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  12  The i r  respons ib i l i ty  i s  to  equ ip  God’s  people  to  do  

 h i s  work  and bu i ld  up the  church ,  the  body of  Chr i s t . 

In  1  Cor inth ians ,  Pau l  po ints  out  that  there  are  d i f ferent 

k inds  of  sp i r i tua l  g i f t s ,  but  they  a l l  come f rom the same 

Sp i r i t . 

 1  Cor.  12 :4  NLT 

 4  There  are  d i f ferent  k inds  of  sp i r i tua l  g i f t s ,  but  the   

 same Sp i r i t  i s  the  source of  them a l l . 

 

P robably  the  most  important  th ing to  unders tand about  g i f t s 

i s  that  they  po int  to  the  Giver  and not  the  g i f ted . 

My Mac Book PRO points  to  the  generos i ty  and love  I  have 

rece ived f rom my fami ly,  i t  makes  them look great  because 

they  are . 

I f  I  abuse  the i r  g i f t  to  po int  to  me and go on about  how 

hav ing a  Mac Book PRO in  some way makes  me bet ter  than 

others ,  i t  jus t  leaves  a  bad tas te  in  people ’ s  mouths . 

In  the  same way,  the  g i f t s  of  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  should  po int  to 

the  majest ic  power  and goodness  of  God.  I t  should  h igh l ight 

the  wonder  of  H is  love  and never  po int  to  us . 

 Mat t .  5 :16  NLT 

 16  In  the  same way,  le t  your  good deeds  sh ine  out  for   

 a l l  to  see ,  so  that  everyone wi l l  p ra i se  your  heavenly   

 Father. 

 

So ,  use  the  g i f t s  God has  g iven you in  your  workp lace , 

among your  f r iends ,  in  the  church and point  everyone 

to  the  goodness  of  God. 
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PRAY:

Read through 1  Cor inth ians  12  and Romans 12  to  see  a  l i s t  of 

g i f t s  ment ioned.  Ask  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  to  gu ide  you in  how to 

use  the  g i f t s  g iven to  you,  ins ide  and outs ide  of  the  Church.

Use your  g i f t s  and po int  to  Jesus . 
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