
I AM DEVOTED 
TO THE WORD 

& PRAYER

76



WEEK 
THREE

77



W e e k  t h r e e  h e l p s  u s  t o 
f o r m  t h e  d a i l y  h a b i t  o f 
s t u d y i n g  t h e  W o r d  a n d 
p r a y i n g .  W e  a r e  n o t 
t r y i n g  t o  “ r e a c h  G o d ”  o r 
“ i m p r e s s  H i m ”  w i t h  o u r 
s p i r i t u a l  d e v o t i o n .   R a t h e r 
w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l i f e -
g i v i n g  p o w e r  d a i l y  t i m e 
w i t h  G o d  a n d  H i s  W o r d 
b r i n g s  t o  u s .  I n  t h e  p a g e s 
o f  t h e  B i b l e  w e  d i s c o v e r 
h o w  J e s u s  s h o w e d  u s  w h o 
G o d  i s  a n d  w h o  w e  a r e 
b e c a u s e  o f  H i m .   W e  h a v e 
a c c e s s  t o  G o d  a n d  h a v e 
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  t a l k  t o 
G o d . 

WEEK
THREE:
I AM
DEVOTED TO 
THE WORD
& PRAYER
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DAY15: NOT RELIGION BUT RELATIONSHIP
 
DAY16: THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

DAY17: JESUS ON EVERY PAGE

DAY18: RELATIONAL HABITS_PART 1

DAY19: RELATIONAL HABITS_PART 2

DAY20: HOW TO PRAY

DAY21: DOES GOD ANSWER PRAYER?

I now take bold steps to grow in the daily 
habit of spending time with God, in His Word 
and prayer.
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Jesus  was  known for  mak ing rad ica l  s tatements .  He of ten 

sa id  and d id  th ings  that  upset  the  teachers  of  the  law in 

par t icu lar.   Why?  Because Jesus  would  of ten go aga inst  the 

s tatus  quo.  

And there ’s  one s tory  in  the  gospels  that  i l lus t rates  th is  so 

beaut i fu l ly.  Mat thew chapter  6  records  Jesus  mak ing one of 

the  most  rad ica l  s tatements  ever ! 

In  Mat thew 6 Jesus  i s  g iv ing  th is  monster-s ized sermon, 

exp la in ing so  many e lements  of  the  Chr i s t ian  fa i th . 

He ta lks  about  g iv ing ,  fas t ing ,  God and possess ions ,  and 

He par t icu lar ly  ta lks  about  pray ing .  I t ’ s  k ind  of  th i s  bu i ld-up 

of  so  many th ings  that  per ta in  to  fo l lowing God,  and then 

Jesus  drops  th is  bombshel l ,  a  monumenta l  s tatement .    

 Mat thew 6:9  CSB 

 9  Therefore ,  you should  pray  l i ke  th is : 

 Our  Father  in  heaven,  your  name be honored as  holy. 

WEEK THREE

NOT RELIGION
BUT RELATIONSHIP

DAY 15
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This  was  a  monumenta l  moment!  Why? 

Because suddenly  through these  two seemingly 

ins ign i f icant  words  “Our  Father ”  Jesus  changed the  ru les  of 

the  game forever !  Unt i l  th i s  moment ,  no one on ear th  had 

EVER approached God l i ke  th is . 

Unt i l  th i s  po int  in  t ime,  God was  th is  fa r  of f ,  ho ly  be ing that 

no one could  reach.   Then,  suddenly  Jesus ,  through His  l i fe , 

min is t ry,  death  and resurrect ion ,  changes  everyth ing! 

Th is  was  rad ica l !  Because Jesus  suddenly  opened up a  whole 

new way of  re la t ing  to  God – through re lat ionsh ip .  

You see ,  when you address  someone as  Father,  Dad,  Daddy, 

Pa  or  Pappa – i t ’ s  re la t iona l ,  r ight?  Jesus  in  th is  moment , 

as  He teaches  His  fo l lowers  to  pray,  opens  up a  way to  re la te 

to  God that  had never  been done before  – re lat ing  to  God 

v ia  a  persona l  re la t ionsh ip . 

Not  re l ig ion ,  not  jus t  s imply  laws and ru les  that  need to 

be  adhered to  – ins tead Jesus  inv i tes  us  to  s tar t  re la t ing 

to  God through re lat ionsh ip .  A  re la t ionsh ip  that  i s  deep and 

meaningfu l ,  not  jus t  a  l i s t  of  boxes  that  need to  be  t icked 

of f .  

Over  the  next  few days ,  we ’ re  go ing to  ta lk  about  some 

sp i r i tua l  hab i ts .  But  par t icu lar ly  the  sp i r i tua l  hab i ts  of  prayer 

and read ing the  Word of  God.  

Keep in  mind that  every  t ime we speak  about  prayer  and 

about  read ing God’s  word ,  i t ’ s  through th is  rad ica l  inv i ta t ion 

of  Jesus  that  we ’ re  inv i ted  in to  a  re la t ionsh ip  wi th  Him.
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When I  pray  and ta lk  to  God and when I  read His  Word i t ’ s  a l l 

f rom th is  one foundat ion – Father,  Dad,  Pappa .  

Acts  2 :42 says  the  ear ly  church devoted themselves  to  t ime 

in  prayer  and in  the  Word .  We are  go ing to  look  at  the  how 

and the  why when i t  comes to  a  devoted l i fe .  But  i t ’ s  a l l 

cent red on th is  one rock ,  th i s  one foundat ion of  an  in t imate 

re lat ionsh ip .  

You see ,  we devote  ourse lves  to  the  th ings  we love . 

I f  you love  be ing f i t ,  you ’ l l  devote  yourse l f  to  exerc ise . 

I t ’ s  the  same wi th  fo l lowing God. 

I  devote  myse l f  to  H im because I  love  Him. 

I  devote  myse l f  to  cer ta in  hab i ts ,  not  because the  hab i ts  in 

and of  themselves  are  magica l ,  but  because they  lead me 

into  a  deeper  re la t ionsh ip  wi th  a  Person,  Jesus .  

Devot ion to  a  re l ig ious  sys tem won’ t  las t ;  we ’ l l  e i ther  fa i l  or 

jus t  become too t i red  to  mainta in  that . 

But  devot ion to  a  Person,  that  can las t  a  l i fe t ime.
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DAY 15 _ NOT RELIGION BUT RELATIONSHIP
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